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The fourth episode of the PBS series, ‘America Revealed,’ is titled ‘Made in the USA.’ The episode attempts to illustrate how the United States is still a significant force within the manufacturing sector. The host is Yul Kwon and takes a keen look into specific industries in the country to illustrate America is still home to some of the finest goods worldwide. The three ideologies that struck out to me in the episode are;
a) Lean manufacturing
b) Innovation
c) Retaining the original concept
The concept of lean manufacturing in the episodes details manners in which the manufacturing process can get rid of waste. The significance of the ideology is the consideration of human and material waste within the manufacturing cycle. The company Nucor demonstrates the ideology with the recycling of scrap metal in record time that makes their products available in record time due to the use of electrodes. However, I found the lean manufacturing concept more appealing in the context of Volkswagen. The trainer for the company, Albert Grazer, takes the ideology as a philosophy to train the human workforce to recognize redundancy and influence faster, more efficient and economic manufacturing process.
The company Intel is a brand easily identified by every computer users due to their microchips. The process of innovation has led to the development of smaller and more powerful microchips, from the early days where they fit into a palm, to now where they are smaller than microns. However, the company still capitalizes on innovation. Currently, the company has a futurist, Brian David Johnson, who works alongside a team of anthropologists and ethnographers. Their job specification includes studying daily human patterns and routines, and use the information recorded to ascertain what computer users might want to do with their computers in the future, so that they can design microchips for those identified purposes. Working towards the future is a significant milestone. Innovation in the episode also includes the effort of Willow Garage to try and launch a new industry whereby robots may be used out of the factory. Their approach involves giving out their software for free, and also including a significant discount to research laboratories for their robots.
The last concept that appealed to me is the manufacturing approach that entails retaining the original concept. The episode includes the designed approach by C. F. Martin & Company not to automate the critical aspects of the product, while also ensuring retention of their entire workforce. The concept makes their product different and better in comparison of acoustics to those that are machine produced. 
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